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Melissa Maese, owner of The Pizza Joint graduated uTeP and opened a restaurant that offers pizza by the slice right next to her alma mater.

UTEP alumnus establishes her own business
Success after graduation
This is the first of a series of stories
dedicated to thriving uTeP alumni.

By AndrEA ACoSTA
The Prospector
Opening a pizza venue was always
on top of Melissa Maese’s dream list.
“Back in college, I would always
talk to my friends about having my
own pizza place,” said Maese, a UTEP
graduate in marketing and owner of
The Pizza Joint. “Especially one that
would provide pizza by the slice, close
late hours and be located near the
university.”
It wasn’t until January 2011, when
Maese stopped working at Marketing
Werks as an activation manager for

Miller Coors, that she began to seriously consider the possibility of opening a new place in El Paso.
“My business partner, Jeanette
Turner, was the one who persuaded
and helped me make this idea a reality,” Maese said. “And since I love
pizza, I decided to go forth with it and
said, why not?”
Having less than a month to prepare, assemble and organize everything into place, Maese and her team
were able to have everything finished
by the day of the opening.
“We worked very hard,” Maese said.
“I wanted to decorate The Pizza Joint
in a way that would reflect the friendly and easy going atmosphere where
anybody could hangout, have a good

time and enjoy a slice of pizza along
with friends and family.”
The atmosphere in the restaurant is
given by creative decorations, which
include murals by Sun City Tattoos,
vintage wine barrel tables, a wall
chalkboard and a stand full of board
games that customers can use.
“I really loved the barrel tables, I
first saw them in Colorado, and I decided to implement them along with
the board games,” Maese said. “This
place is filled with icebreakers, we
often see people playing chess and
drawing great masterpieces on the
chalkboard everyday.”
According to Maese, board games
are not the only thing that sets them
apart form other pizza venues.

“The recipe and the size of the pizza
is another characteristic that makes
Pizza Joint unique,” Maese said. “Our
pizzas are 20 inches and are cut into
six slices, covering a well portion of
the plate. Customers have compared
our pizza style with the one from New
York, which is a great compliment.”
The Pizza Joint does not only offer a great experience, but according
to Maese, with only $4, costumers
can take advantage of a slice topped
with fresh ingredients and mozzarella
cheese along with a drink.
Emmanuel Arzate, senior marketing major, said that he loved the pizza,
the barrel tables and the price.
“It was really good and very well
made,” Arzate said. “I went along
with my mom and we were both

very pleased with the serving and
the low price.”
Being open for more than a year
now, Maese said that she is overwhelmed with the great response that
The Pizza Joint has received from the
El Paso community.
“Everything has been happening so
fast and the process has been beautiful,” Maese said. “The community
has opened their arms to us and we
couldn’t be more happy, we really
thank them.”
Maese said, she and her employees
have made the effort to build a relationship with their customers.

see BUSinESS on page 8

Bar

Local Cinci bar re-opens as Corner Tavern and Grill

By MArio SiMEnTAL
The Prospector

Local Cincinnati bar, The Den/
The Room has changed its name and
overall approach to student life. The
newly renovated Corner Tavern and
Grill opened its re-envisioned doors
on Sept. 8.
The renaming of the establishment came after a sense of confusion from customers, said Anthony
Duncan, owner of the Corner Tavern and Grill. The new name was
later adopted as certain renovations
took place to enhance what the Tavern could offer patrons.
“We decided to rename it Corner
Tavern and Grill, and that’s how we
changed the den portion a bit,” Duncan said. “But we did leave the room
alone and the same out here (patio)
and we added a full kitchen in there.”
A big walk-in, hoods, grills and a
number of other renovations were
also made as part of the process,
Duncan said.
Jonathan Torres, mechanical engineering junior, has re-acquainted
himself with the new Corner Tavern
and Grill, once the famed location
of the O2 Lounge, which reopened

in December of 2011 as The Den/
The Room.
“At first glance I thought it looked
too small,” Torres said. “But after I
went in, I was attracted to the dark,
chill environment. The selection of
drinks was extensive.”
Torres said the atmosphere made
him feel relaxed.
“It’s really dark, but once you’re outside there’s lights, music and visuals,”
Torres said. “Two different settings to
be in.”
Ania Tchoshanova, English and
American literature junior, described
the venue as a comfortable option on
Cincinnati Avenue.
“I think I like the way it’s been rebuilt, from what it used to be it’s a
lot more spacious,” Tchoshanova
said. “The placement is comfortable,
I think it’s good for students and it’s
aimed at the younger demographic.”
According to Duncan, the Tavern’s
menu may be extended to accommodate more UTEP customers and create a lounge open to everyone.
“We’re trying to be kind of a nice college hangout,” Duncan said. “Where the
professors would like it, the students
would like it and some of the professionals that work in the area would too.
So hopefully it works out that way.”

The Tavern’s menu includes burgers, salads, sandwiches and fish tacos, to name a few. Duncan said they
are trying to have comfort type foods
at fair prices, like the hamburger at
$4.95.
Oscar Mendoza, political science
junior, said he appreciates the new
addition to the menu, which has built
on what he felt was already satisfying.
“It’s a great addition and a great
place to unwind and enjoy good
food with a cold beer,” Mendoza said.
“Their amaretto sours are crazy delicious, best in Cinci.”
Aside from the renovations, Duncan said that they are trying different things, such as deejays on Tuesday nights.
They will also have Sunday Funday,
which will go through Oct. 16.

“We’re trying to
be kind of a nice
college hangout.”
- Anthony Duncan, owner of
Corner Tavern and Grill.

greg casTillo / The Prospector

Cesar Chaparro, bar tender at the The corner Tavern and grill prepares a drink.
“I like the ambiance at night, I like
any place that has an outside patio
because I feel it gives you more freedom,” Tchoshanova said. “I think it is
student oriented, especially because
of the location, it’s very close to UTEP
and it’s in the Cincinnati district.”
The Corner Tavern and Grill
will host the Mike Price show every Wednesday at 7 p.m. during the
month of September while it alternates between the Border City Ale
House, which Duncan also owns.
“I hope that UTEP and the community embrace the place and like it and

come in,” Duncan said. “If there’s something they’d like to see us do, I hope
they’re open to come in and tell us, ‘like
hey, you ought to try this,’ or ‘you’re
missing something around here’ because we’re open for anything like that.”
The Corner Tavern and Grill is located on 2700 N. Mesa and serves
food from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and
closes at 2 a.m.
Mario Simental may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

REcOgNITION
FooTball: UTEP SENIOR qb NIck LAMAISON EARNED cONfERENcE USA OffENSIvE PLAyER Of THE
WEEk AfTER HIS 300 yARD fOUR TOUcHDOWN PERfORMANcE AgAINST NM STATE.
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Football

Miners travel to Camp Randall

1-2 UTEP wraps up non-conference schedule against Big Ten’s Wisconsin
By EDwin DElGADO
The Prospector
The UTEP Miners will travel 14,000
miles for their final non-conference
game of the season against the Big
Ten conference defending champions
Wisconsin Badgers, Sept. 22 at Camp
Randall Stadium in Madison.
“They are fundamentally sound on
defense and you are going to have to
block them and knock them down,”
UTEP head coach Mike Price said.
“On their offense you know where
they are going to run but you have to
defeat that block from a blocker who
is stronger and bigger than you and
tackle their All-American running
back (senior Montee Ball).”
The Badgers have a new signal caller in place, junior quarterback Danny
O’Brian, who transferred from Maryland to replace now Seattle Seahawks
quarterback Russell Wilson.
Through three games, O’Brian has
thrown three touchdowns and is averaging just over 150 yards per game.
Wisconsin escaped close games
against Football Championship Subdivision Northern Iowa in their season opener 26-21. One week later,
the Badgers fell 10-7 against Oregon
State. After the game, Wisconsin head
coach Bret Bielema fired his offensive
line coach Mark Markuson.
The Badgers had another close
game Sept. 15, edging Utah State
16-14 who missed a game winningfield goal in the dying seconds of the
contest.

On the other hand, the Miners won
a crucial game over rival NM State
41-28, their first of the season. That
also gave UTEP seniors a 4-0 record
against the Aggies.
“We haven’t focused on them (Wisconsin) yet; on Monday we should
watch film on them,” junior linebacker A.J. Ropati said after the Sept. 15
win. “I heard they are a good team, we
must respect their tradition and their
history. This win (against the Aggies)
is a huge confidence boost going into
this game.”
At the start of the season, the Badgers were the 12th ranked team in the
country in the Associated Press poll.
The Badgers have dropped out of the
top 25 in the AP poll and now only
appear as the 24th ranked team in the
Coaches/USA Today poll.
Despite losing their starting quarterback, the Badgers still have experienced playmakers on their offense,
among them is last season’s Heisman
trophy finalist Ball, who has 320 yards
rushing and two touchdowns in his
first three games, while junior wide
receiver Jared Abbrederis has registered seven receptions for 118 yards.
After the win over the Aggies,
Price mentioned he was proud of the
toughness and willingness to play of
his players.
He also said that sophomore running back Nathan Jeffery was ready
to comeback against the Aggies, although he didn’t play much, but is expected to be 100 percent in the game
against Wisconsin.

“Our defense is confident, they are
getting well coached by (defensive
coordinator) Andre Patterson and
the other coaches obviously, putting the guys in the right position
to make things happen, rotating a
lot of people, a lot of guys are playing,” Price said. “Ropati, who I didn’t
think would play, Drew Thomas (senior) cornerback who I didn’t think
was going to play after he bruised his
knee, those two guys sucked it up and
played and we should be close to full
strength against Wisconsin.”
Price said that the experience of
their last road game against Ole Miss,
where they played in front of 60,000,
will be helpful when they play at
Camp Randall Stadium in front of
80,000-plus fans.
The Miners are currently 0-16 on
the road against BCS conference
schools and will try to get a big landmark win to get to conference play
full of confidence.
Kickoff is at 10 a.m. Mountain time
and will air live on ESPN2.
“Wisconsin is a great team, and we
have our hands full, but we need to go
out there and practice like any other
week,” sophomore wide receiver Jordan Leslie said. “It’s about us, that’s
our motto, it’s about us. We just want
to play hard and go out there and do
what we can do.”
Edwin Delgado may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

JUSTIN STENE / The Prospector

Senior quarterback Nick Lamaison leads the Miners into their last non-conference game against Wisconsin Sept. 22. Lamaison threw for 300 yards and four
touchdowns in UTEP’s 41-28 win over NM State Sept. 15.

Fitness

Alumni pushing others to better bodies
By DAniEl ORnElAS
The Prospector

DANIEL ORNELAS / The Prospector

UTEP alumnus, Daniel Alvarado, is the founder and owner of PUSH fitness and athletic training.

When it comes to fitness, it doesn’t
take a world-class athlete to achieve
positive results and that’s what
PUSH fitness is hoping to relay to its
customers.
UTEP alumni, Daniel Alvarado
and Justin Kaufman have put to work
their experiences in exercise and fitness to create a business that can appeal to the “average Joe” or an athlete
training for a triathlon.
“We’re a gym that non-gym goers,
go to,” Alvarado said. “I established a
program called ‘push play’ and that
incorporates anything from crossfit
to kettle bell training to sports specific and strength and conditioning. It
allows you to adapt to your progress.”
In a Men’s Fitness 2012 study on
the fattest cities in America, El Paso
ranked seventh, with Houston earning the number one spot.
PUSH is helping their members
reach their fitness goals weather it be
to improve cardiovascular conditioning or simply lose weight. The gym
takes in a variety of clients, big or
small, old or young.

“It’s for anyone, we’re the gym that
will take a 400-pound person and not
feel intimidated at our gym, or even
the best athlete can come in and have
an intense workout,” Alvarado said.
“It’s the environment that we create
for the individual.”
Alvarado, now 30, has been a personal trainer since the age of 24. He
graduated from UTEP in 2008 with
a degree in exercise science. After
working for a chiropractor, he built
his clientele and that’s what sparked
the idea for PUSH fitness.
On the other hand, co-owner
Kaufman who’s a criminal justice major, has a background in gymnastics.
Kaufman practiced the sport during
his time at Texas Tech before finishing
his undergraduate degree at UTEP.
“I’m a little business savvy, we’re
just trying to find a good concept
with what I know with my business
partner (Alvarado),” Kaufman said.
“We just kind of put our idea together
and wanted to offer everything we
could, anyone can go in there and
we’ll modify our workouts to suit
their needs.”
The business has gained attention
from current UTEP students as well.

see AlUMni on page 10

